[Serum level of the tumor marker CA 125 before second-look laparatomy in primary epithelial ovarian cancer in relation to intraoperative findings].
Serum CA 125 levels were evaluated in 76 patients undergoing second-look laparatomy for primary epithelial ovarian cancer. The findings were related to the presence of intraabdominal tumor. CA 125 levels were greater than 35 U/ml in 26 cases in accordance to the intraoperative findings. CA 125 levels less than or equal to 35 U/ml were found in 50 cases out of which 29 were free of tumor, while 21 showed intraabdominal tumors. Thus a CA 125 level greater than 35 U/ml revealed to be a strong predictor of the presence of intraabdominal tumor. Due to low sensitivity monitoring serum CA 125 levels cannot replace second-look laparotomy.